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Clinton Presidential Library 
 1200 President Clinton Avenue 

Little Rock, AR 72201 
     

Inventory for FOIA Request 2006-1878-F  
 
 

Records on Meteorite ALH 84001 
 
Extent  
8 folders; 177 total pages 
 
Access 
Collection is open to all researchers.  Access to Clinton Presidential Records is governed by the 
Presidential Records Act (PRA) (44 USC 22) and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (5 USC 552 
as amended) and therefore records may be restricted in whole or in part in accordance with legal 
exemptions. 
 
Copyright 
Documents in this collection that were prepared by officials of the United States government as part of 
their official duties are in the public domain.  Researchers are advised to consult copyright law of the 
United States (Title 17, USC) which governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of 
copyrighted material. 
 
Provenance 
Official records of William Jefferson Clinton’s presidency are housed at the Clinton Presidential Library 
and administered by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) under the provisions of 
the Presidential Records Act (PRA). 
 
Processed by 
Staff Archivist , 2009.  Previously restricted materials are added as they are released. 
 
Scope and Content 
The materials in FOIA 2006-1878-F are a selective, not necessarily all-inclusive, body of documents 
responsive to the topic of the FOIA.  Researchers should consult the archivist about related materials. 
 
The materials in FOIA 2006-1878-F concern the NASA discovery of the Allan Hills meteorite, 
mentioned by President Clinton in a statement on August 7, 1996.  Allan Hills (ALH) Meteorite 84001 
was found in Allan Hills, Antarctica on December 27, 1984. ALH 84001 is beleived to be from Mars. 
The meteorite made worldwide headlines in 1996 when scientists announced that it might contain 
evidence for microscopic fossils of Martian bacteria.  The discovery of this evidence of possible life on 
Mars prompted a response from the Clinton Administration. 
 
The White House Office of Records Management (WHORM) Subject Files contained one responsive 
document.  Subject file OS001 is a memo to the President regarding his statement in response to the 
discovery of the possible bacteria fossils on ALH 84001. 
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In the White House Staff and Office Files, the files of Kris Balderston in the Cabinet Affairs Office 
contain drafts of the President’s remarks regarding ALH 84001 on August 7, 1996. 
 
The Automated Records Management System (ARMS) Emails also contain responsive documents.  
These consist primarily of emails discussing the 1996 discovery of fossils on the meteorite. 
 
The Tape Restoration Project (TRP) Emails contain a document directing the recipients to websites with 
photographs of the possible fossils on ALH 84001.  
 
The NSC Cable and Email Systems also contain responsive documents.  The NSC Cables contain 
summaries of news reports which mention the possible evidence for life on the meteroite.  The NSC 
Emails consist of statements of the Clinton Administration’s science policy and accomplishments.  The 
discoveries related to ALH 84001 were referenced during the discussion of these achievements. 
 
System of Arrangement 
 
Records that were responsive to this FOIA request were found in  four collection areas – Clinton 
Presidential Records:  WHORM Subject Files, Clinton Presidential Records: White House Staff and 
Office Files, Clinton Presidential Records: ARMS Emails and TRP Emails, and Clinton Presidential 
Records: NSC Cable and Email Systems. As policy, Staff and Office Files are processed at the folder 
level, that is, individual documents are not selected and removed from a folder for processing. While 
this method maintains folder integrity, it frequently results in the incidental processing of documents 
that are not wholly responsive to the subject area.  WHORM Subject files are processed at the document 
level.  
 
The WHORM Subject file was compiled by the White House Office of Records Management and is a 
series of categories designed by a letter/number combination.  A complete listing of the categories with 
detailed descriptions is provided in our research room. 
 
The Automated Records Management System (ARMS) is a database that contains email records of the 
Executive office of the President. This system maintained unclassified Presidential record email. The 
ARMS dataset is comprised of 6 sub-series of email records called “Buckets.” The buckets include 
NPR, OPD, POTUS, WHO, CEA, and Default. ARMS emails are arranged chronologically by creation 
date. 
 
The Tape Restoration Project (TRP) is a database consisting of restored emails from the Automated 
Records Management System from July 1994 through June of 2000. The TRP is a database that contains 
email records of the Executive office of the President. This system maintained unclassified Presidential 
record email. The TRP dataset is comprised of 6 sub-series of email records called “Buckets.” The 
buckets include NPR, OPD, POTUS, WHO, CEA, and Default. ARMS emails are arranged 
chronologically by creation date.   
 
The following is a list of documents and folders processed in response to FOIA 2006-1878-F: 
 
Clinton Presidential Records:  WHORM Subject Files 
Category  Case Number 
OS001   Scanned:  Case Number 180209SS [OA/ID 14087] 
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Clinton Presidential Records:  White House Staff and Office Files 
Cabinet Affairs 
Balderston, Kris 
 NASA/MARS [OA/ID 11548] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: Automated Records Management System (ARMS) Emails  
WHO [OA/ID 500,000] 
 [Mars Meteorite] 

[08/06/1996 – 08/08/1996] 
 
Default [OA/ID 1,100,000] 
 [Mars Meteorite] 
  [08/06/1996 – 08/08/1996] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: Tape Restoration Project (TRP) Emails 
CEA [OA/ID 950,000] 
 [Mars Meteorite] 
  [08/08/1996] 
 
Clinton Presidential Records: NSC Cable and Email Systems 
NSC Cables 
 Jan 1995 – Dec 1996 
  [Meteorite and Mars] 
   [08/08/1996 – 08/12/1996] [OA/ID 510000] 
 
NSC Emails 
 Exchange – Record (Sept 97 – Jan 01) 
  [Meteorite and Mars] 
   [10/29/1997 – 12/22/2000] [OA/ID 620000] 
  
 Exchange – Non-Record (Mar 97 – Jan 01) 
  [Meteorite and Mars] 
   [12/24/2000] [OA/ID 630000] 
 
 
 
Last Modified: 4/5/2011 
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RECORD TYPE: PRESIDENTIAL {EXTERNAL MAIL) 

CREATOR: farber@central.cis.upenn.edu@INET@EOPMRX 

CREATION DATE/TIME: 6-AUG-1996 22:53:00.00 
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SUBJECT: IP: Early Martian Life Briefing 

TO: interesting-people ( interesting-people@eff.org@INET@EOPMRX ) 
READ:NOT READ 

IND TO: Thomas A. Kalil 
READ: 7-AUG-1996 08:40:49.87 

TEXT: 

From: mallard@mail.arc.nasa.gov (Mark Allard) 
Subject: Early Martian Life Briefing 
Date: Tue, 6 Aug 1996 16:32:21 -0700 

KALIL T ) (WHO) 

An MBone broadcast will take place l0am(PDT)/lpm(EDT) where a tea~ of NASA 
and Stanford scientists will discuss their findings showing strong 
circumstantial evidence of possible early Martian life including 
microfossil remains found in a Martian meteorite. The team's findings will 
be published in the August 16 issue of Science magazine. 
Apologies for the short notice. 
Contact me at 415-604-6145 if there is a conflict or issue related co the 
broadcast. 
M 

-------------------- ATTACHMENT 1 ==================== 
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 6-AUG-1996 22:57:00 . 00 

ATT BODYPART TYPE:D 

TEXT: 
RFC-822-headers: 
Received: from storm.eop.gov (storm.eop.gov) 
by PMDF.EOP.GOV (PMDF VS.0-4 #6879) id <01I7Z0MN0PIO0007JL@PMDF.EOP.GOV-. for 
kalil_t@al.eop.gov; Tue, 06 Aug 1996 22:53:30 -0400 (EDT) 

Received: from eff.org (eff.org) by STORM.EOP.GOV {PMDF VS.0-7 #6879 ) 
id <01I7Z0LRYSDY001RVM@STORM.EOP.GOV> for kalil_t@al.eop . gov; Tue, 
06 Aug 1996 22:52:56 -0700 (MST) 

Received: (from daemon®localhost) by cff.org (8.7.S/8.6.6) 
id RAA01315 for interesting-people-exploder; Tue, 
06 Aug 1996 17:23:1~ -0700 (PDT) 

X-Sender: farber@linc.cia.upenn.edu 
X-Mailer: Windowo Eudora Pro Ve1:aion 2.2 (32) 
Precedence: liat 
Posted-Date: Tue, 6 Auq 1996 20:2c:Ol -0400 
X Procceaoed By: mail2liet 
•••••=••"'••••:a•• ENO ATTACHMENT 1 --- • • 
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0 I was hoping you don't have the same kind of 

. TH~ PRESIDE~: Bill Pullman, the man who plays the 
President in the moving, actually came and saw it with me. 
asked me how he was doing during the movie. (Laughter.) r 
I thought he'd done a fine job. I liked the movie a lot. 

ending 

So he 
told him 

0 Mr. President, we want to thank you formally for 
allowing u~ ~o be_here to interview you. I think you're probably 
pretty familiar with the format. It's very similar to what we did 
four years ago, and so I think we could just jump in if that's okay 
with you. 

THE PRESIDENT: Sure. 

Q Briefly, could you define the central issue of the 
campaign for us? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the central issue of the 
election is which path do Americans want to walk into the 21st 
century. What do you want America to look like when we begin the new 
century. What do you want America to look like when your children 
are your age, or your grandchildren are your age. I think that is 
the big issue, because here you have, as evidenced by the debate that 
went on in 1995 and 1996 here in Washington, represented by the 
President and the Vice President and the White House on the one hand, 
and Speaker Gingrich and Senator Dole on the other, you have two very 
different, very divergent views about what we should do as we move 
into the 21st century . 

So to me that's the big issue, is that people -- in a 
way it's a happy choice for the voters because there is no guess 
work. You're not asking voters to take a chance on an unknown 
quantity. They know what I'm going to do, they know what he'll do 
within limits that are pretty broad. 

And so I think it's a good choice for the voters because 
you have two very, very different views of how we should move into 
the next century, and I think -- how we're going to provide 
opportunity to all of our people; how are we going to get more 
responsibility from all of our people; how are we going to go forward 
as a community, growing closer together, not drifting further apart. 
And I think that's the central issue. 

Q What are the greatest strengths and weaknesses of 
Senator Dole and Mr. Perot? 

THE PRESIDENT; Well, I think Senator Dole"s greate~t 
strengths are, first of all, his genuine patriotism which I think has 
been manifested c.learly not just in his service in the i.iar, but in 
the determination he showed to overcome his war injury and to serve 
with such distinction in public life. That is he wanted to be in 
public life, he wanted to continue to give to hi~ country. And I 
think that's a laudable characteristic. And he's done it now over 
many decades. I think that's important. 

I also believe that he has shown an ability to really 
put the public interest first, especially in foreign policy. And I 
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- Don't Believe tbe Hype 
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•~• odd■ against intelligent life 

~--•• la inaugural takes place amid his failing health * ll\lpllfl •"" in Chechnya. 
~- ...... rebel offensive surrounds Russian troops 
iaf-1-~ Uillvy cuualties. ' 

1'I W.,AtlJe ~ flock to the mystical energy of the Blue Ridge 
.w llltut Baby Boomer fad. 

al ~ ms 
l, • ..._ Wl.igld:.. 800: Crash investigators uncover the largest 
~~-

•• ~find posaible evidence of microscopic life on Mars 
1..- M:l1hm years ago. 

3 veteraa aircraft crashes into parking lot near Sacramento, 
ldllJ;ag p.il.ot.. 

4-. PoW- up 27.56 to close at 5716.7, Nasdaq up 12.24 to close at 
11U.1J.. 
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RECORD TYFE PRESIDENTIAL (EXTERNAL MAIL) 

CREATOR, harvard94-approval@world.std.com@INET@EOPMRX 

CREATION DATE/TIME: 8-AUG-1996 07:59:00.00 

SUBJECT: Goodness me. 

TO: Harvard Class of 94 Mailing List 
READ:NOT READ 

( harvard94@facteur.std.com@INET@EOPMRX) 

IND TO: Sabrina Corlette 
READ: 8-AUG-1996 09:43:26.45 

TEXT: 

CORLETTE S (WHO) 

I just had my mind thoroughly blown by an article on the New York Times 
web server (www.nytimes.com), the first three paragraphs of which r 
excerpt below: 

Scientists studying a meteorite that fell to Earth from Mars have 
identified organic compounds and certain minerals that they conclude 
"are evidence for primitive life on early Mars." 

The discovery of the first organic molecules ever seen in a Martian 
rock is being hailed as startling and compelling evidence that at least 
microbial life existed on Mars long ago, when the planet was warmer and 
wetter. The molecules found in the rock, which left Mars some 15 million 
years ago, are being described as the fossil trace of past biological 
activity. 

In a statement issued Tuesday, as unofficial word of the discovery 
spread, NASA Administrator Daniel Goldin confirmed that scientists had 
"made a startling discovery that points to the possibility that a 
primitive form of microscopic life may have existed on Mars more than 
three billion years ago." 

Somebody wake Will Smith! 
--z===-=---=-------- ATTACHMENT 1 -------------------­
ATT CREATION TIME/DATE: 8-AUG-1996 08:00:00.00 

ATT BODYPART TYPE:D 

TEXT: 
RFC-822-headers: 
Received: from storm.eop.gov (storm.eop.gov) 
by PMDF.EOP.GOV (PMDF V5.0•4 #6879) id <OlIBOXYGZNGG00Bl32@PMDF,EOP GOV> for 
CORLETTE S@al.eop.gov; Thu, 08 Aug 1996 07:59:07 -0400 (EDT) 

Received:-from europe.std.com (europe.std.com) 
by STORM.EOP.GOV (PMDF V§,0-7 ff6879) id ~01IB0XXRO6YO00224 'STORM.SOP GCV> for 
CORLETTE S®al cop.gov; Thu, 08 l\ug 19'16 07:5B:J1 -0700 (MSTl 

Received,-by europe.std.com (B 7.5/BZS B-1.0) id HAA09197 ; Thu, 
OB Aug 1996 07:58:53 0400 (EDT) 

Precedence: bulk 
X Authentication warning· europe.std.com. daemon set sender to 

harvard94 approval m~inq - f 
~--•~•=~==-===~=== END ATTACHMENT 1 



N • RI 1\PE i'RE ,IOENTIAL (EXi.ERNAL MAIL) 

lREAl't.lR. harvaLd94 approvulCWorld.st.d.com INET@EOPMRX 

~REATluN DATE/TIME, 8-AUG 1996 14:10:00.00 

SUBJECT: martian life 

l'ngc 1 ul 4 

TO: harvard94 
READ:NOT READ 

harvard94@world.std.com@INET@E0PMRX 

IND TO: Sabrina Corlette 
READ: 8-AUG-l996 14:ll:36.59 

CC: trilling 
READ:NOT READ 

TEXT: 

CORLETTE_S (WHO) 

( trilling@LPL.Arizona.EDU®INET@EOPMRX) 

8 august 96 

subject: "Search for Past Life on Mars: Possible Relic Biogenic Activity 
in Martian Meteorite ALH84001" 

i wish to respond to brian grossman's 

-Is it really a revolutionary discovery? Or is it merely a clever tactic for 
-NASA to increase its funding in a period of fiscal austerity. The jury is 
-definately still out on this one. 

--Brian 

and jason kim's 

-I was at the press conference at NASA HQ this afternoon and I did not 
-personally find the evidence to be "very compelling." Another Sagan 
-quote used at the conference was that "Extraordinary claims require 
-extraordinary evidence" and there is a serious dearth of evidence at the 
-present time to accompany all the hype about this rock. They didn't even 
~determine whether it has amino acids yet. Comets have been shown to carry 
-prebiotic amino acids, yet nobody makes big press releases or grand 
-conjectures about life in the universe based on that research. 

comments, in a slightly long-winded way. i address this to the list 
because maybe others are interested in commenting as well. 

first, is this announcement revolutionary? 

i say yes -- if true. which is a hedge i wrote in my original 
statement too. define "revolutionary": 1) Of, pertaining to, or 
bringing about a political or social revolution. 2) Characterized 
by or resulting in radical change: _a revolutionary discovery• 
(_the american heritage dictionary_) 

consider the second definition. i would guess that - one again, 
IF TRUE -- the discovery of life on mars would aff~ct several maJor 
religious and philosophical idealogies vis-a vis humanktnd's place 
in the universe. we would no long~r be the only life, a special 
and unique 'creation.' a radical change, ~ndeed. (btw, CB~ 
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':'EX'r: 
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pcss~bie early Mar~::an ii:e, includi.;:g cicro:ossi: re::i-.ains 
:ou::.d i~ a Martian. ~e::eor~~e, at a news co:i£erence schedule~ 
for l:v~ p.-. ZD~, Aug,is~ ,, a= N.~.SA ~eadq..iar~ers, 300 E. St . 
5'ii, Was~i~gton, DC. 1ce teac's :::ndings wil: be pci,:.ishec in 
~he August 16 issce o: Sc~er.ce cagazine. 

?aneliscs wi:l be: 

c.-..- -r-pr ~-

~r. Wesley ~~tress, Jr., NASA Assoc. A<binist~acor ~or Space Science , 
Washir.gton, oc 

Or. David McKay, principal author, NASA Johnson Space Center (JSC', 
Houston, ,X 

Dr. Everett Gibsor., NASA JSC, Houston, i:X 
Dr. Ri~hard N. Zare, Professor of Chemistry, Stanford University CA 
Kathy Thomas-Y~prta, Loc~.heed-Martin, JSC, Houston, TX 
Dr. Willia- Schopf, Professor, Department of Earth and Space Sciences , 

Uruv. of California, Los Angeles 

The briefing will be carried live on NASA TV with two­
way question-and-answer capa.b1l1ty for reporters covering the 
event from part1c1pat1ng N.1\SA centers. Audio of the 
br~dcast will be available on voice circuit at the Kenned) 
Space Cen~er by calling 407/867-1260. 

N.1\SA Television 1s broadcast on Spacenet 2 
•ran ponder S, channel 9, c Band. located at 69 degrees West 
l ngit de, with horizontal polarization. Frequency will be 
0 188 .o megahertz, with audio on 6 8 megahertz. 

- end 
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_,_.. lllldi• Adviaory - - Life on Mars 

m aar.11 a. llorriganeBOP Sar&h G. HorriganeBOP ( OMB J ) --... 
IIBM ADY.t:SOU 
~ ,. 1996 
MlltM-U, 

Lift---

&icll&N Sare, co-author of the report that suggest signs of 
pri.uUwa lif• aay have been found on a Martian meteorite, will 
.._. tile scientific discovery at a National Science 
~'Oil eil'ellt. zare is the chairman of the National Science 
~ RSltl2s governing body and is also a chemist at Stanford 
~tr-

lllJ.B Cbairman Richard Za.re 
N~ion of Life on Mars 

-• '11lur■day August a 

~ Science Foundation - Room 375 
~ Wlaon Blvd. , Arlington (Ballston Metro Stop) 

irl at second-floor security desk) 
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1 nt nc . Som -.u. qg oh 1pNl whi l ot h01 a 1 tul,ul r 
n pp tdncc and s~ze, the stzuctures are otr1kingly oimtl • 

Lo mlctoscopic fossils of the tiniest bacteria found on Bar:~. 

The meteorite, called ALHB4001, was found in 1984 i.n 
All~n Hills ice field, Antarctica, by an annual expedltion of 
the National Science Foundation's Antarctic Meteo1it:c Program. 
It was preserved for study in JSC's Meteorite Proceasing 
Laboratory and its posaible Martian origin was not recognized 
until 1993. It is one of only 12 meteorites identified 00 far 
that match the unique Ma1·tian chemistry measured hy the Viking 
spacecraft that landed on Mars in 1976. ALH8400l is by far 
the oldest of the 12 Martian meteorites, more than three times 
as old as any other. 

Many of the team's findings were made possible only 
because of very recent technological advances in high­
resolution scanning electron microscopy and laser mass 
spectrometry. Only a few years ago, many of the featuren that 
they report were undetectable. Although past studies of this 
meteorite and others of Martian origin failed to detect 
evidence of past life, they were generally performed using 
lower levels of magnification, without the benefit of the 
technology used in this research. The recent discovery of 
extremely small bacteria on Earth, called nanobacteria, 
prompted the team to perform this work at a much finer scale 
than past efforts. 

The nine authors of the Science report include McKay, 
Gibson and Thomas-Keprta of JSC; Christopher Romanek, formerly 
a National Research Council post-doctoral fellow at JSC who is 
now a staff scientist at the Savannah River Ecology Laboratory 
at the University of Georgia; Hojatollah Vali, a National 
Research Council post-doctoral fellow at JSC and a staff 
scientist at McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, Canada; and 
Zare, graduate students Simon J. Clemett and Claude R. Maechling 
and post-doctoral student Xavier Chillier of the Stanford 
University Department of Chemistry. 

The team of researchers includes a wide variety of 
expertise, including microbiology, mineralogy, analytical 
techniques, geochemistry and organic chemistry, and t.he 
analysis crossed all of these disciplines. Further detailn on 
the findings presented in the Science article include: 

• Reaearchero at Stanford University used a dual laser maos 
spectrometer -- the most sensitive instrument of its typ~ in 
the world -- to look for the presence of the common f mily of 
organic molecules called PAHs. When micl"oorganiams die", th<" 
complex organic molecules that they contain fregut!'ntly deglade 
into PAHa. PAHs are often associated with ancient aedimentaly 
rocks, coals and petroleum on Earth and can he common air 
pollutants. Not only did the scientists find PAHs in easily 
detectable amounts in ALH84001 but they found that these molecult!'s 
concentrated in the vicinity of the carbonate globules. This 
finding appears consistent with the proposition that they are 
a reault of the foaailization process. In addition, the 
unique co,nposition of the meteorite'& PAHs is con•iatent with 
What the ecienti■ta expect from the foaailizat1on of very 
primitive microorgani■ma. On Barth, PAHa virtually always 

we1e-
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• The team found unusual compounds - - iron sulfides and 
magnetite -- that can be produced by anaerobic bacteria and 
other microscopic organisms on Earth . The compounds were 
found in locations directly associated with the fossil - like 
structures and carbonate globules in the meteorite. Extreme 
conditions -- conditions very unlikely to have been 
encountered by the meteorite -- would have been required t o 
produce these compounds in close proximity to one another i f 
life were not involved. The carbonate also contained tiny 
grains of magnetite that are almost identical to magnetic 
fossil remnants often left by certain bacteria found on Earth . 
Other minerals commonly associated with biological activity on 
Earth were found in the carbonate as well. 

• The formation of the carbonate or fossils by living 
organisms while the meteorite was in the Antarctic was deemed 
unlikely for several reasons. The carbonate was age dated 
using a parent-daughter isotope method and found to be 3.6 
billion years old, and the organic molecules were first 
detected well within the ancient carbonate. In addition, the 
team analyzed representative samples of other meteorites from 
Antarctica and found no evidence of fossil-like structures, 
organic molecules or possible biologically produced compounds 
and minerals similar to those in the ALH84001 meteorite. The 
composition and location of PAHs organic molecules found in 
the meteorite also appeared to confirm that the possible 
evidence of life was extraterrestrial. No PAHs were found in 
the meteorite's exterior crust, but the concentration of PAHs 
increased in the meteorite's interior to levels higher than 
ever found in Antarctica. Higher concentrations of PAHs would 
have likely been found on the exterior of the meteorite, 
decreasing toward the interior, if the organic molecules are 
the result of contamination of the meteorite on Earth. 

Additional information may be obtained at 1 p.m. EDT via 
the Internet at 

http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/pao/flash/ 

-end-
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them a few months before the next NASA Expedition 
to Mars and been fueled by their concern to justify 
continued funding for space research. For 
Americans , the question raised by this speculation 
are practical as well as philosophical . If these 
questions are to be pursued with research, it is 
the American taxpayers who will be paying. So far, 
the scientists are doing well . President Clinton 
seems won over . He calls the speculation a 
discovery and says it is another vindication of 
America ' s space program .' He promised funding to 
ensure the program can put its full intellectual 
power and technological prowess behind the search 
for further evidence of 1 i fe on Mars . "'GANGSTEAD 
ACTING 
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